
MERRITT JOHNSON, III SWORN IN 
AS DISTRICT 2 BOARD MEMBER
The Macon Water Authority (MWA) 
welcomed Mr. Merritt Johnson, III to the 
Board of Directors on June 25, when he 
was sworn in as the District 2 Member. 
Mr. Johnson won a Special Election 
in June to fill out the remainder of the 
term – through the end of this year – for 
long-time Board Member Javors Lucas, 
who passed away this past October. 

Mr. Johnson is a Macon native who 
has lived in Bibb County his entire life. 
He is an accomplished businessman 

who has 19 years of experience in the 
insurance industry, including seven 
as the owner of Merritt Johnson, III 
Country Financial.

Mr. Johnson would like the residents 
of District 2 to know that they have 
a voice and an ally to fight for their 
needs and best interests. 

For the complete bio on Mr. Merritt 
Johnson, III, please see our 
website at www.maconwater.org/
board-members. 
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MWA THANKS SHEDDRICK 
CLARK FOR HIS SERVICE
The MWA thanked Sheddrick Clark for his 
service as the District 2 Board Member, at the 
conclusion of his tenure on July 2. 

Mr. Clark was appointed on Nov. 19, 2019, to serve in 
place of former Board Member Javors Lucas following 
his death, and until the Special Election in June that 
resulted in the election of Mr. Merritt Johnson, III, who 
has been sworn in as the District 2 Board Member. 

At the July Board Meeting, Chairman Sam Hart (pictured left) presented Mr. Clark 
(right) with a Resolution and gift, thanking him for his dedication and service to the 
Authority and its customers.

“It has been a pleasure working on the MWA Board and being able to serve the 
great citizens of District 2,” says Mr. Clark.

790 SECOND STREET | P.O. BOX 108 | MACON, GA, 31202-0108 | 478.464.5600 (M-F) | 478.464.5656 (AFTER HOURS) | MACONWATER.ORG

MACON WATER ALLIANCE PROVIDES ASSISTANCE 
The Macon Water Alliance recently 
welcomed the news that one of its 
community partners – Rebuilding 
Macon, Inc. – has received a Challenge 
Grant from the Patricia Stewart Burgess 
Foundation of Macon. This grant 
of $10,000 per year for three years 
matches a previous donation from the 
Alliance, bringing the total to $60,000.

The money from both grants will 
allow Rebuilding Macon the ability to 
provide plumbing repairs and home 

improvements (pictured) for 200+ 
homes, locally.

The Macon Water Alliance Board 
also approved a $5,000 donation to 
a previous appropriation of $1,500 
for the Department of Family and 
Children Services (DFCS), to help 
MWA customers – who are facing 
financial hardship due to the COVID-19 
pandemic – with paying their water bill. 

The Alliance is funded by:

• Customer Round-Up Program.

• Customer or Employee Donations.

• Proceeds from Macon Water Alliance 
events, such as the Kids Fishing Derby 
and the Ocmulgee Alive! River Cleanup.

For more information, contact us at  
478-464-5600, or check out our website 
at www.maconwater.org.

MWA OFFERS PAYMENT 
OPTIONS TO KEEP 

YOUR BILL CURRENT 
On July 14, the MWA resumed 
service disconnections on  
delinquent accounts, and late  
fees and penalties began to  
be applied again during the  
July billing cycle, after being  
suspended for several months. 

MWA Customers are urged to bring 
their accounts current if they are 
delinquent. Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, many MWA customers 
are faced with difficult choices. If 
you are experiencing a financial 
hardship, please call us to set up 
an affordable payment plan.

The MWA offers many convenient 
payment options, including the 
recently added Quick Pay Service. 
(See Quick Pay story on page 
2.) In addition, you also can pay 
online via our website. Or, you 
can pay by mail, auto draft, live 
chat, or through our phone system, 
which is available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, when using your 
six-digit account number. You even 
can make an automated Invoice 
Cloud payment using our Toll-Free 
Number at 1-844-517-9741.

If we can provide further 
assistance, please call us at 478-
464-5600, or send us an email to  
customercare@maconwater.org.

Mr. Merritt Johnson, III is sworn in 
as the new District 2 Member of the 
MWA Board of Directors.



AMERSON PLANT SELECTED  
AS THE PLANT OF THE YEAR 
The Spring Awards of the Georgia Association 
of Water Professionals (GAWP) are intended to 
recognize the best water and wastewater facilities in 
the industry. While the GAWP Spring Conference was 
not held in person due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
water industry still recognized those water and sewer plants that were the best of 
the best in Georgia.

The Frank C. Amerson, Jr. Water Treatment Plant was selected as this year’s Best 
Operated Water Plant of the Year, for surface water facilities with 50 to 75 million 
gallons per day (MGD) of treatment capacity. 

This is the sixth time the Amerson Plant has been a GAWP Plant of the Year, which 
is impressive since plants are not eligible for this award in consecutive years.

In addition, the Amerson Plant received the GAWP Platinum Award for 100% permit 
compliance for the sixth consecutive year.

Finally, the Authority’s Lower Poplar Water Reclamation Facility received a GAWP 
Gold Award for 100% permit compliance this past calendar year.

For more information on MWA industry awards, check out our website  
at www.maconwater.org/awards.
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MAKE YOUR WAY TO MWA QUICK PAY! 
While MWA customers are encouraged to keep their 
bills current, the Authority is offering 18 new Authorized 
Payment Locations (APL’s). 

The new APL’s include eight Kroger stores and eight 
Walmart locations, spread throughout Macon-Bibb, 
Houston, and Monroe Counties, as well as Macon Check 
Cashing and Discount Cashier of Macon.

To make a payment on your MWA bill at any of these locations, 
it’s as easy as one, two, three. First, you need your MWA Account Number; second, 
you’ll need to provide the MWA office zip code, which is 31202-0108; and finally, 
you’ll need to pay the $1.50 service fee if paying at Kroger or Walmart, or $2.50 if 
paying at Macon Check Cashing or Discount Check Cashier of Macon.

Please note: These locations are only able to process bill payments and are not 
designed for other customer transactions. For more information and the complete list of 
APL’s, please visit https://bit.ly/2BAQYGx.

PROTECT OUR WATER RESOURCES AT OCMULGEE ALIVE! 
The 16th Annual Ocmulgee Alive! will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 2020, from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m., pending the circumstances of the pandemic 
and feedback from the public prior to Sept 1. 

The hope is, however, that with proper social 
distancing and related precautions, volunteers will 
be able to scatter among areas in and around the 
Ocmulgee River to pick up trash and debris  
that would otherwise pollute this precious  
natural resource. 

Ocmulgee Alive! is affiliated with the statewide 
Rivers Alive campaign, which is a Georgia EPD 
Outreach Program intended to create awareness 
of and involvement in the preservation of 
Georgia’s water resources.

Volunteers interested in participating in this 
year’s Ocmulgee Alive! can contact the MWA’s 
Mark Wyzalek at mwyzalek@maconwater.org,  
by Sept. 1.  A registration form and waiver can  
be downloaded at www.maconwater.org. 

IS MY WATER SAFE? 
WATER QUALITY 
REPORT OFFERS 

PROOF OF DRINKING 
WATER SAFETY 

The MWA has released its annual 
Water Quality Report, also referred 
to as a Consumer Confidence Report 
(CCR), which indicates that MWA tap 
water adhered to all drinking water 
quality standards during the 2019 
calendar year.

MWA tap water met all regulatory 
limits for detected levels of potential 
contaminants, which include 
inorganic, organic, or micro-
biological substances, as well as 
those resulting from disinfectants or 
disinfectant by-products.

The MWA continually monitors its 
water quality, especially during the 
current pandemic. The Authority 
tests water samples taken from the 
source (Javors Lucas Lake), during 
water treatment (at the Amerson 
Water Treatment Plant), and during 
distribution, which collectively 
assure that MWA customers are 
drinking the cleanest and safest tap 
water possible.

The 2020 MWA Water Quality Report 
is available on our website at  
www.maconwater.org/ccr.pdf. 

The MWA staff of 
the Amerson Water 

Treatment Plant 
received the GAWP 
Best Operated Water 
Plant and Platinum 

Awards on behalf of the 
Authority, from GAWP 

President Pam Burnett 
(far left).

Volunteers 
are invited 

to participate in the 
16th Annual Ocmulgee 
Alive! River Cleanup  

on Saturday,  
Oct. 3, 2020. 
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