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Environmental Education taking root on the banks of the Ocmulgee
The first signs of success for the Amerson
River Park Environmental Education Program
this year could be seen on the faces of the
seventh grade students who participated in
field trips to the site where the old Macon
Water Authority Riverside Water Plant once
stood. They were learning by doing, and they
appeared to be having fun in the process.
There inside the Park on the banks of the

A group of students from Bloomfield Middle School
take part in the Amerson River Park Environmental
Education Program.

Ocmulgee River, several hundred students –
up to 1,800 seventh graders in all from Bibb
County Middle Schools – have been able to
experience lessons in environmental
education, which supplement what they are
learning in the classroom. Some of the topics
the students have explored include: the effects
of non-point source pollution, the study of
plant and wildlife habitat in the area, the value
of tap water, the history of the Ocmulgee and
its positive impact on the community, and
much more.
Reggie Coleman, a school counselor at
Bloomfield Middle School in Macon, is
convinced that initiatives such as the Amerson
River Park Environmental Education Program
will help increase student interest in science
and social studies. He’s also an advocate of
sparking such interest through tactile learning,
or the “learning by doing” methods.
“I believe this program is helpful because it
offers hands on learning about science and
social studies, while supplementing these
areas of study for our schools, which is
needed,” says Coleman.

In addition to the Authority, the Amerson
River Park Environmental Education Program
partners include: the Bibb County Board of
Education, NewTown Macon, the Museum of
Arts & Sciences, and the Dorothy V. and N.
Logan Lewis Foundation.
“Programs like this expose students to things
outside of what they normally see and
experience,” concludes Coleman.

Students draw their own riverfront property on the
Ocmulgee to use for a lesson on the impact of nonpoint source pollution, during the Amerson River
Park Environmental Education Program.

MWA Board approves Audit and Comprehensive Annual Financial Report
Authority then publishes a more
user-friendly financial report for
the benefit of customers

friendly version of the CAFR for the benefit of
customers and stakeholders.
The PAFR provides a more condensed overview
of the finances of the Authority from the previous
fiscal year, highlighting the most critical
information and data found in the CAFR.

During the February Finance Committee
Meeting of the Macon Water Authority (MWA),
independent auditors provided a clean audit
opinion for the utility as a result of a thorough,
annual review of the organization’s financial
statements. The MWA Board then approved the
annual Audit and Comprehensive Annual
Financial Report (CAFR) at its March Meeting.
The clean audit opinion provided by the
Certified Public Accounting firm of Mauldin &
Jenkins concludes that the financial statements
of the MWA present fairly, in all material respects,
the financial position of the Authority for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2013. Thus, the
financial statements conformed to generally
accepted accounting principles.
In lay terms, a clean audit opinion reflects that
the auditors obtained reasonable assurance that
the financial statements of the Authority are free
of material misstatement.
Following the adoption of the Audit and CAFR
by the MWA Board, the Authority’s finance
department published a Popular Annual Financial
Report (PAFR) to provide an easier to read, user

While presenting a summary of the annual
financial activities of the MWA, the PAFR also
provides a brief analysis of the sources of MWA
revenues, with an outline of expenses and how
those dollars were spent. The PAFR also includes
historical financial information of the Authority
from the past several years, which indicate
financial stability and fiscally conservative
management practices on the part of the MWA
that continue today.
In addition, the 2013 PAFR looks back at the
“Year in Review” at the MWA, noting the
Authority’s investment in the community, in its
infrastructure through capital projects, and in
economic development through marketing
communications.
In short, the annual PAFR provides a complete
overview of the MWA, including not just a
financial summary, but the Authority’s history,
governance, operations, facilities, people, awards,
and more.
The MWA finance department received further
evidence last year that its financial statements
and accounting principles are in order. For the
17th consecutive year, the MWA won the
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting from the Government Finance
Officers Association.
The Authority’s 2013 CAFR and PAFR are
available online at www.maconwater.org.

Please think before you pour grease down the sink!
You can help us prevent sewer spills and overflows by properly disposing of your household grease.
For more information, check out our website at www.maconwater.org.

www.maconwater.org

Second Front
National Drinking Water Week set for May 4-10

“What to know about H2O” is
provided during tour of MWA
Amerson Water Plant on May 8
So what do you know about H2O? The Macon
Water Authority (MWA) hopes you find out during an
Open House at its Frank C. Amerson, Jr. Water
Treatment Plant on Thursday May 8, from 10:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The MWA Open House at the Amerson Plant is
being held during national Drinking Water Week,
which is an industry celebration recognized each
year during the first full week in May.
During the Amerson Plant Open House on May 8,
guests will be able to take a tour of the plant and
take home educational materials about the value of
tap water and how the Authority produces clean,
safe drinking water at this facility every day.
Admission is free to the Open House and

refreshments will be provided.
MWA tap water was judged the Best Tasting
Drinking Water in North America, during an
independent “Best of the Best” taste test of the
American Water Works Association (AWWA)
in 2009.
For more than 35 years, the AWWA and its
members have celebrated Drinking Water Week
as a unique opportunity for both water
professionals and the communities they serve
to join together in recognizing the vital role water
plays in our daily lives.
For more information on the Open House at the
MWA Amerson Plant on May 8, contact us at 478464-5650, or log onto our website at
www.maconwater.org.
Or, for a complete overview of national Drinking
Water Week, check out the AWWA website at
www.awwa.org/resources-tools/publicaffairs/public-affairs-events/drinking-waterweek.aspx.

The countdown to Kids Fishing:
Derby sponsored by Academy
Sports set for Saturday May 31
The countdown is on and it won’t be
long until hundreds of children and youth
vie for the biggest catch of the day at the
2014 MWA Kids Fishing Derby,
sponsored by Academy Sports +
Outdoors.
This year’s Macon Water Authority
(MWA) Kids Fishing Derby is set for
Saturday May 31, at the Authority’s
drinking water reservoir – Javors Lucas
Lake. The registration for the event that

The 2014 MWA Kids Fishing Derby
will be held at Javors Lucas Lake on
Saturday May 31, with the
tournament and free fishing day open
to children and youth, ages 3 to 16,
and accompanying adults.

Saturday begins at 6:15 a.m., and the
first lines can be cast beginning at 7:00
a.m. The official weigh-in for the
competition will be held at 10:30 a.m.,
but kids and their accompanying adults
can continue to fish the remainder of the
day for free.
Refreshments will be served and an
awards presentation will be held
following the weigh-in. Prizes will be
presented to the top three finishers in
four age group categories, ranging from
ages 3 to 16. The grand prize will go to
the contestant with the biggest catch of
the day, regardless of his/her age.
Additional prizes will be given away
thanks to the generosity of Academy and
other event sponsors.
No fishing license is required to fish in
the MWA Kids Fishing Derby, as May 31
is one of a few select days during the
year that the Georgia Department of
Natural Resources allows fishing without
a license on Georgia waters, to promote
the sport. However, participants should
bring their own bait and tackle when
fishing the special stocked ponds, which
will be open this year only during the Kids
Fishing Derby at Javors Lucas Lake.
Guests should access Javors Lucas
Lake via 150 Broach Lane, off of Upper
River Road. For more information about
the 2014 MWA Kids Fishing Derby,
contact the Authority’s Water Division at
478-464-5650, or log onto our website,
where there is a photo gallery from last
year’s event, at www.maconwater.org.

Gary McCoy (far left), MWA Director of Water
Treatment, leads a tour of the Amerson Plant last
year during the annual Drinking Water Week.

News You Can Use
MWA customers can
take advantage of a newly
programmed credit card
service for making credit
payment service, now that
the Authority has added a
card payments
payment option by phone
that is automated.
The MWA automated credit card payment service provides
customers with another convenient option for paying their
monthly water and sewer bills by phone, and even after hours.
Now customers do not have to access a Customer Care
Representative when paying by phone with a credit card, since
this process is now automated. After months of planning and
testing, the Authority has added
the automated credit card
payment option to its
existing interactive voice
response (IVR) system.
The IVR is what
customers
know as
that
recorded
message of
customer service
options.
When calling and reviewing the prompts of the
Authority’s IVR, customers can press “5” to access the Billtrust
Automated Payment System. Customers then can check their
current account balance as well as make a payment. MWA
account balances are updated each day, so they should
properly reflect the amount due at the time of a call. As a
result, a customer can make a necessary payment by phone
on their own, and even after hours, by using a credit card or
checking account.
Customers can access the new automated credit card
payment option by calling the MWA at 478-464-5600.

MWA now offers automated
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