
 
MACON WATER AUTHORITY 

 
AUTHORITY MEETING 

 
Thursday, April 3, 2014 4:30 PM 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Dr. R. Kirby Godsey, Chair 

Frank Patterson, Vice-chair 
     Bert Bivins 
     Ed DeFore 
     Dorothy Black 
     Javors J. Lucas 
     Barbara Knight 
 
STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT: Tony Rojas, Executive Director/President 
     Ray Shell, Executive VP, Field & Plant Operations 
     Guy F. Boyle, Executive VP of Business Operations 

LaToria Porter, Executive Assistant 
           Gary McCoy, Water Treatment Operations Director 
     Kirk Nylund, Customer Service Director 
     Larry Reynolds, Wastewater Operations Director 

Arleen Samuels, Accounting Manager 
Michel Wanna, Field Operations Director 
Mark Wyzalek, Lab/Environmental Compliance Director 
Kellie Giles, Human Resources Director 
Jimmy McAnn, Information Technology Director 
Blaine Harrell, Manager of Macon Soils 
 

COUNSEL PRESENT:   Lonzy Edwards, Edwards & Youmas 
           

     
 

CONSULTANTS PRESENT:  Chris Wood, Wood & Associates 
      
      
      
           
VISTORS PRESENT:    Trae McCombs 
     Dwight Jones 
     Steve Rickman 
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CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Godsey called the meeting to order asked Attorney Lonzy Edwards to give the invocation 

followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Chair Godsey welcomed Mrs. Barbara Knight to the Board (Mrs. Knight was sworn in to 

temporarily represent the Third District due to Steve Rickman’s resignation in order to run for 

Chairman). 

 

Chair Godsey called for the approval on the agenda.  Member DeFore motioned to approve.  

Vice-chair Patterson seconded the motion.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, 

Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Knight, Black and Godsey).   

 

Chair Godsey called for the approval of the minutes (listed below) All those in favor say “aye.” 

(AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Knight, Black and Godsey).   

 

Confirmation of Minutes 

 A.  Authority Meeting:     3/06/2014 
 B.  Pension Committee Meeting:   3/20/2014 
 C.  Pension Committee Meeting:   3/20/2014 
 D.  Finance Committee Meeting:   3/20/2014 
 E.  Engineering Committee Meeting:   3/20/2014 

 

 
 

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES 

Pension Committee  

1. Consider retaining an investment consultant for the pension investment funds. 

Member Black stated that during the Committee’s scheduled February 20, 2014 meeting, the 

committee was reminded that Aon, the MWA Employee Pension Plan’s 3rd party performance 

reporting firm, would no longer be providing services to the Plan after the first quarter of 2014.   

During the February 20th meeting, the Pension Plan Committee was also notified that MWA staff 

was preparing to send RFP’s out to three firms that had been identified as 3rd party pension plan 

performance reporting, consulting and de-risking consultants to replace similar services provided 

by Aon. 

 

On Thursday March 27, 2014 the MWA Employee Pension Plan Committee met to interview 

each of the three firms who submitted completed RFP’s.  The three firms that were interviewed 

by the committee were:   



 
 
Authority Meeting 
Thursday, April 3, 2014 
Page 3 
 

 

 Broadstreet Capital Advisors of Athens & Macon Georgia 

• Allen, Mooney & Barnes of Thomasville Georgia 

• FiduciaryVest of Atlanta Georgia 

 

The Pension Plan Committee felt that FiduciaryVest’s current size and current client portfolio that 

included governments, non-profits and Non-ERISA plans would fit the MWA Plan well.  In 

addition 75% of FiduciaryVest’s business is focused on defined benefit and defined contribution 

plans.    

 

The Pension Committee unanimously recommended that FiduciaryVest be awarded the 3rd 

party pension plan performance reporting, consulting and de-risking agreement.    

 
Chair Godsey called for the approval.  All those in favor say “aye.”  (AYE votes by DeFore, 

Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Knight, Black and Godsey).   

 
Finance Committee  

1. Discuss the Authority’s administrative fees and late fee policy. 

Member Black stated that the Board held a work session on Thursday to review and discuss the 

Authority’s administrative fees and late fees.  Mr. Guy Boyle and Mr. Kirk Nylund provided a 

thorough and educational presentation.  At the meeting, there was a general consensus that the 

current policies are reasonable and equitable and there was no need to make any changes to 

the policy and the Authority’s implementation practices for the fees. 

 

The Finance Committee recommended the policies remain as they are and that staff look for 

additional alternatives and means to educate the Authority’s customers about the policies and 

practices.   

 

Chair Godsey called for the approval on the Finance Committee’s recommendation.  All those in 

favor say “aye.”  (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Knight, Black and Godsey).   

 
Engineering Committee  

1. Discuss a project to make improvements to the Detention Pond at the I-75 Business Park 

Vice-chair Patterson stated that item concerns a project to make improvements to the detention 

pond at the I-75 Business Park.  This project would be funded with 704 funds and is the second 

phase of a landscape enhancement projects for the park.   
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The first phase of the project included clearing of all brush and trees on the sites themselves, 

clearing between the interstate fence and Frank C. Amerson Parkway, entry way landscaping  

and irrigation, and screening at the detention pond.  The landscape enhancement cost was 

$165,900.00 with an approved change order of $40,050.00 to provide additional clearing for the 

Tractor Supply Company who was locating in the park. 

 

The second phase of the project would involve the repair of eroded slopes at the west side of the 

existing detention pond in the area behind Hillshire Brands.  The slopes would be graded smooth 

to a 4:1 or flatter slope and grassed to allow regular maintenance of the detention pond.  As part 

of these improvements, sediment will also be removed from the east end of the detention pond 

to maintain volume and provide some improved water quality within the pond. The estimated 

value of this work is approximately $100,000 - $125,000.  The Engineering Committee 

recommended the Board approve improvements needed for this project. 

 

Chair Godsey called for the approval on the Engineering Committee’s recommendation.  All 

those in favor say “aye.”  (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Knight, Black and 

Godsey).   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Consider the appointment of Barbara Knight to Standing Committees 
 
Chair Godsey recommended that Ms. Knight be appointed to serve on the Committees in the 

positions previously held by Mr. Steve Rickman.  (A copy of the 2014 Committee’s list with Ms. 

Knight’s appointments highlighted in red are attached to the minutes). 

 

Member DeFore motioned to approve Chair Godsey’s recommendation.  Member Black 

seconded the motion.  All those in favor say “aye.”  (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, 

Bivins, Knight, Black and Godsey). 

 
 

REVIEW OF THE MONTHLY FINANCIAL AND HEALTH INSURANCE REPORT 

Director Rojas reviewed the Financial report and Health Care report for the month of February. 
 
Water sales for February totaled $9,450,531.   February year-to-date water sales were $628,861 

over budget.  Sewer sales for February year-to-date were $8,325,702 which was over budget by 

$437,616.      
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Other operating income was $1,198,160, which was $255,618 over budget.   Other Non-

Operating income improved to $190,536 and was $118,515 over budget for the year.   This 

improvement was due to changes in the financial markets and the Authority’s holding  

investments marked to market.  Total Income year-to-date was $19,164,928 versus a budget of 

$17,724,319 which was $1,440,609 better than budget through the end of the first five months.     

 
Operating expenses totaled $11,253,460 for the first five months.  This was $992,367 better than 

budget year-to-date through February.   Non-operating expenses were $3,362,580 versus a 

budget of $3,974,305.  This was $611,725 better than budget.  The average rate paid out in 

February for the variable rate debt was 4 basis points! 

 

The Authority’s health insurance account held a balance of $4,584,606 on February 28, 2014.  

This balance included $1,224,689 for retiree health insurance.  The health insurance account 

balance increased $60,200 between February 1st and February 28, 2014.  This net increase in 

health insurance account cash included February contributions into the account of $344,186 as 

well as claims and expenses paid out of the account during February that totaled $284,090.  

Year-to-date the health insurance account increased to $209,727. 

 
 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
Director Rojas stated that the Authority is looking at modifications to the NPDES permits for the 

wastewater treatment plants.  Director Rojas added that the Authority is considering adding 

farms to its land application program and is in the public notification part of that process.   

 

Director Rojas stated that the Engineering Committee will receive a report of the water loss 

control program at its next meeting.  He further stated that a second water audit was submitted 

to the State of Georgia.  Director Rojas pointed out a comment that was received from Dr. 

Lebone, the acting program manager for the surface water withdrawal program, that was made 

afer the water audit was received:  “MWA continues to be the shining star in Georgia on how 

water audits should be implemented”. 

 

Director Rojas stated that the Authority has completed its second Popular Annual Financial 

Report (PAFR) and asked Mr. Guy Boyle to approach the Board to review. 
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Referrals to Committees 

 
The following referrals were made: 

 
 
Finance: 

• Review the audit engagement letter from Mauldin & Jenkins 
• Consider a partnership with residents of Lynmore Estates – Residents of  

Lynmore Estates 
 

• Bids – Amerson WTP Raw Water Intake Pump Station Stairs 
 

Engineering: 
• A presentation to review the 2013 Water Loss Audit and update the Board on the 

progress of the Water Loss Control Program 
 

 Discuss a Preliminary agreement with DOT 
 
 
Chair Godsey announced that the Authority will have a dedication of the statue of the former 
Water Board Chairman, Mr. Frank C. Amerson, Jr., on Tuesday, April 8

th
 at 5:30 pm at the 

Amerson Water Treatment Plant.  The Macon Water Authority invited the public to help celebrate 
Mr. Amerson’s leadership in leading the Authority.   
 
Member DeFore motioned to go into Closed Session to meet with legal counsel to discuss 
pending or potential litigation, settlements, claims, administrative proceedings that may be 
brought by or against the Authority or any of its officers, employees.  Member Black seconded 
the motion.  All those in favor say “aye”.  (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, 
Knight, Black and Godsey). 
 
At 5:00 PM, the Macon Water Authority went into Closed Session 
 
At 5:15 PM, the Macon Water Authority went into Open Session 
 
Member DeFore motioned to re-open session.  Member Black seconded the motion.  All those in 
favor say “aye”.  (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Knight, Black and Godsey). 
 
Attorney Lonzy Edwards recommended that the Board ratify the action of counsel and Director 
Rojas in resolving a Worker’s Compensation claim. 
 
Vice-chair Patterson motioned to approve the recommendation.  Member Knight seconded the 
motion.  All those in favor say “aye.” (AYE votes by DeFore, Patterson, Lucas, Bivins, Knight, 
Black and Godsey). 
 
There being no further discussion, Chair Godsey adjourned the Board meeting at 5:08 pm.   
 
NOTE:  VERBATIN MINUTES AVAILABLE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR. 


