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Chairman Godsey provides leadership during time of transition
Dr. Kirby Godsey took over as
Chairman of the MWA during the
most difficult of circumstances,
fulfilling the unexpired term of
former Chairman Frank Amerson,
following Mr. Amerson’s death in
September of 2012. But the
transition from Mr. Amerson’s 35
years as Chairman to newly
elected Chairman Sam Hart’s first
term has been bridged by the
leadership only someone like Dr.
Godsey could provide, say
Authority officials.
“Dr. Godsey is a highly
respected leader with impeccable
character, who is known for his
countless contributions to MaconBibb County,” says MWA ViceChairman Frank Patterson. “We

were very fortunate to have a
person of his stature follow Frank
Amerson as Chairman, and it has
been a pleasure to serve with
him.”
R. Kirby Godsey, Ph.D., was
sworn in as Chairman of the MWA
at the November, 2012 Board
Meeting, with unanimous support
from his fellow board members.
He noted at that time he would
not seek election for the position.
Not only that, but he is donating
his salary from two years of public
service as MWA Chairman to the
downtown revitalization non-profit
NewTown Macon.
Dr. Godsey is most noted for
his 27 years as President and
CEO of Mercer University.

According to University officials,
Mercer experienced its most
significant growth in size and
prominence under his leadership
as President.
“Dr. Godsey has tremendous
insight into the needs of MaconBibb County, and he is one of the
community’s greatest advocates,”
says Tony Rojas, Executive Director
and President of the MWA. “He
truly appreciates the Water
Authority’s role in enhancing
economic prosperity and quality
of life, and his leadership reflects
that. We are forever indebted to
him for his selfless service.”
For the complete feature on Dr.
Godsey, log onto our website at
www.maconwater.org.

Dr. Kirby Godsey served two years as
Chairman of the MWA, following his
appointment to fulfill the unexpired term of
Frank Amerson, upon Mr. Amerson’s death
in the fall of 2012.

MWA Board Adopts Budget for FY 2015
Authority enters second year
of its five-year rate plan
October 1st marked the beginning of the new
fiscal year at the Macon Water Authority, after the
Board of Directors unanimously adopted the utility’s
Budget for FY 2015.
The Authority anticipates total revenues for FY
2015 to come in a little more than $49 million, an
increase of 5% when compared to last year’s
revenues, while total expenses are expected to
eclipse a little more than $41.6 million, or an even

MWA offers Water
Assistance Program
to help citizens in need
MWA customers who are in the
spirit of giving during this holiday
season may want to consider
participating in the Water Assistance
Program.
Your monthly MWA bill has a
place located on the right side of
the pay stub that allows you to
designate a contribution to the
Water Assistance Program, which
will help fellow citizens with utility
payments.
MWA customers can check one
of the boxes designating an amount
for donation and add that to the
final bill. The MWA sends the
contributions to the Bibb County
Division of Family and Children
Services for disbursement.
For more information on the
MWA Water Assistance Program,
contact a Customer Care
representative at 478-464-5600.

more modest increase of 2.3%.
When adopting the MWA annual operating
budget for FY 2015, the Authority Board also
established a five-year capital planning budget.
The Authority has plans to invest $6.8 million in
capital projects – system improvements and/or
upgrades for customers – during FY 2015.
This fiscal year also marks the second year of the
Authority’s implementation of a five-year rate plan,
which was adopted in November of 2013 and went
into effect the first of this year. A rate study
established customer rates for the first three years
of the plan, through FY 2016, say Authority officials.
New rates will take effect on Jan. 1, 2015, when

MWA customers will see a modest increase of 10
cents per CCF (748 gallons) on water and sewer
consumption charges and a 50-cent increase on
water and sewer base fees.
MWA officials note that the FY
2015 Budget reflects sound,
fiscally conservative planning to
assure the utility maintains
its financial strength –
reflected in an
anticipated
debt coverage
ratio of 2.11 in
2015.

Record low temperatures bring reminders to winterize now
a After disconnecting garden hoses,

To prevent exposed valves, pipes, or
irrigation systems from freezing,
consider these weatherization tips:
a Tape or wrap exposed pipes.
a Drain entire sprinkler systems, as
sprinkler heads and pipes will hold
water even when inactive.
a Disconnect garden hoses from all
outdoor water faucets, allowing
water to drain completely.

store them in a warmer location.
a If a faucet is not frost free, find the
shut-off valve in the basement or
crawl space where the pipe feeds
the faucet and turn it off.
a Then, open the outside faucet to
make sure it drains completely.
a Add or supplement insulation for
water heaters.
a Winterize air conditioning window
units by draining their pipes/hoses.
a Remove window units, if possible,
and insulate the area accordingly.
a Clean gutters so winter rains and
melting snow can drain properly.
a When leaving a home or business
for an extended time, keep the
thermostat on 55 degrees.
a Should a pipe burst due to freezing
or under any other circumstances,
always know how to shut off your
main water line servicing the
property.

For more information on
weatherization, log onto the MWA’s
website at www.maconwater.org.
Additional tips are available on the
UGA Extension Service website.

Second Front

MWA awarded for outstanding sewer system, public education programs
The Macon Water Authority (MWA)
continued to be recognized among the
elite water and sewer utilities in the state
during the Fall Conference of the Georgia
Association of Water Professionals
(GAWP), when MWA officials brought
home three major industry awards.
The headliner was the Authority’s 2014
Sewer Collection System Gold Award,
which requires a score of 95% or higher
on an annual industry audit by judges
who are fellow water professionals. The
purpose of the Collection System Gold
Award is to recognize those utilities that
strive to continually improve their systems
through proper management,

The annual MWA Kids Fishing Derby (above) received an industry
award from the Georgia Association of Water Professionals for the
best Public Education event in the state. The MWA also won the
Collection System Gold Award and a Certificate of Merit for Public
Education Program of the Year, during the GAWP Fall Conference.

MWA recognized for excellence in financial
reporting for 17 years running
During the November MWA Board
Meeting, Executive Vice-President of
Business Operations Guy Boyle
presented the Authority with the
Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Financial Reporting,
which the utility received recently
from the Government Finance
Officers Association (GFOA). This
marked the 17th consecutive year
the MWA has won this honor.
The Authority earned this award
for the quality of its most recent
Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR). The Authority also
produced a Popular Annual Financial
Report (PAFR), which received
similar recognition from GFOA
officials. The PAFR is an easier to
read, consolidated version of the
CAFR, which contains highlights of
MWA financial statements, including
sources of revenues, explanation of
expenses, an overview of the system
and operations, and more.

To be considered for a Certificate
of Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting, a water
authority must submit its CAFR in
accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles. In addition,
the MWA has to include an
independent auditor’s report and
clean audit opinion, based on the
fair presentation of its financial
statements.
Officials from GFOA note that by
earning this award, the MWA is
providing evidence of greater
financial transparency. Winners of
this award, who may be viewed more
favorably by credit rating agencies,
also have demonstrated a
commitment to compliance with the
highest standards in the industry for
accounting and financial reporting.
For the complete news story on
the MWA’s Certificate of Achievement
for Excellence in Financial Reporting,
look online at www.maconwater.org.

Employees from the MWA Finance Department present the 2014 Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting to the Authority Board of
Directors during the November meeting.

maintenance, and operation. The criteria
for the Award follows the practices set
forth in the Capacity, Management,
Operation, and Maintenance (CMOM)
program, including preventive
maintenance, system evaluation,
rehabilitation programs, and training.
During the GAWP Fall Conference, the
MWA also received two Public Education
Awards. The MWA Kids Fishing Derby won
the honor of the best special event in the
state, while the Authority also received a
Certificate of Merit for Public Education
Program of the Year.
For more information on Awards, check
out our website at www.maconwater.org.

MWA Business Office Supervisor
retiring after 30 years of service
Odds are Luvenia Bason has helped you with a question about your bill if
you ever ventured into the MWA headquarters or called the utility directly,
because she has been a mainstay of customer service for 30 years. Ms.
Bason retired from the Authority in late November and received special
recognition during the December Board Meeting.
Luvenia came to the MWA from
Zayre, where she worked for 13 years
as Customer Service Manager of the
old department store on Eisenhower.
Former Authority Board Member Bob
Campen, who also was the store
manager for Zayre, recruited Luvenia
to join the Authority. She has a
talent for relating to all customers,
and she cares for them as if they
were her own family, says Kirk
Nylund, MWA Director of Customer
Care.
Ms. Bason started working as a
Cashier in 1984, and after spending
approximately six months in this
role, she advanced to the position of
Accounting Clerk. In less than a
year, she was promoted to
Supervisor of Accounting, which
Luvenia Bason retired from the MWA
eventually became known as the
after 30 years of service, 29 of which
Business Office Supervisor. She
was spent assisting customers as
excelled in this leadership position Business Office Supervisor.
for approximately 29 of her 30
years at the MWA. Luvenia notes
her retirement is a bitter-sweet crossroads in her life.
“I will continue to worry about my customers, because when you’ve taken
care of people for so long, it’s hard to leave them,” she says. “But I’m leaving
knowing this is a better place than it was when I came here. When I lay my
head down at night, I feel
like I’ve done all I can
do for the Authority and
our customers.”
For the complete
feature on Luvenia
Bason, and photos from
her retirement
recognition, log onto our
website at
www.maconwater.org.
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