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Water quality and drinking water safety are top priorities for MWA
The number one priority of the Macon Water
resource because of its neutral pH, into Javors
Authority (MWA) is to provide clean, safe
Lucas Lake, which is protected, maintained,
drinking water for its customers. There are no
owned and operated by the MWA solely for the
shortcuts when it comes to water quality at the
production of high quality drinking water.
MWA.
! Using phosphate as an additive during the
In fact, the Authority goes above and beyond
drinking water production and distribution
the minimum standards for water quality
process, to provide a protective coating for
testing. The award-winning water quality lab at
pipes and a main line of defense in the
the Amerson Plant conducts nearly 8,500
prevention of corrosive water and subsequent
tests per month, which is over 10 times the
leaching of metals, including lead, from
number recommended by Georgia EPD.
corroded pipes into the drinking water.
The crisis in Flint, Michigan – where
! Monitoring pH throughout the MWA
corrosive water caused uncoated pipes to
system to assure drinking water is neither
corrode and leach higher than normal levels of The MWA conducts 10 times the number of required water
acidic nor alkaline. (Lower measures of pH
lead into their drinking water – makes one
indicate that water is acidic and thus more
tests throughout its system during each month, to assure
pause to recognize the value of clean, safe
customers are drinking the cleanest and safest water possible. likely to be corrosive.) With this assurance
drinking water.
that its water is non-corrosive, the Authority
The things the MWA does to provide the highest possible water quality for likewise eliminates its potential to corrode pipes, which can leach
consumers include:
potentially harmful metals into drinking water.
! Complying with all U.S. EPA requirements for testing protocol and
! Investing continuously in upgrades to infrastructure and operations
measures of lead and copper in drinking water. The detected levels of lead
thanks to the stewardship of the MWA Board and sound financial condition
within the MWA’s drinking water system have always been below allowable
of the organization, which is an autonomous government authority. As a
limits. The MWA takes water samples for lead testing at the customer’s tap, result, revenues are dedicated solely to the operation of the utility’s system
and the most recent tests revealed that all MWA samples were fully
and for the protection of water resources and water quality.
compliant with EPA regulations.
For more information on MWA water quality, refer to our Consumer
Confidence Report online at: http://www.maconwater.org/ccr.pdf.
! Welcoming annual audits and inspections of the Amerson Water
Treatment Plant and water distribution system by Georgia EPD, who note
Consumers concerned about lead exposure from drinking water also can
that the MWA has an outstanding compliance record.
contact the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791, or at
! Pumping raw water from the Ocmulgee River, which is a good water
www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Macon Water Environmental Education, Inc.
Partnerships and public education
go hand in hand. As a result, the
MWA has formed a non-profit, 501
(c)(3) organization to provide taxdeductible opportunities for
individuals and companies to get
involved in worthwhile educational
events and programming.
Early last year, the MWA
established a subsidiary –
appropriately named the Macon
Water Environmental Education, Inc.
– to serve as a portal for donations
and contributions to support public
outreach initiatives.
The Authority has been noted for
hosting public education events such
as the annual Kids Fishing Derby and
Ocmulgee Alive!

Macon Water Environmental
Education, Inc. should enhance events
such as the popular Kids Fishing
Derby by providing tax-deductible
incentives for premier sponsors like
Academy Sports + Outdoors.

These are among the best public
education programs in the state, as
judged by the Georgia Association of
Water Professionals.
In addition, the Authority has
provided opportunities for MWA
customers to assist fellow customers
in need with their water bill payments
through the MWA Water Assistance
Program.
Now the Authority has a non-profit
organization to facilitate funding and
oversight of such programs and
causes.
Macon Water Environmental
Education, Inc. has a five-member
Board appointed by the MWA to
provide the leadership for the nonprofit. It also has a set of by-laws
that have been approved and
adopted by the MWA Board.

A century’s worth of experience retiring from
the Macon Water Authority
The MWA recently honored two
individuals who retired with a
combined 100-plus years of work
experience at the utility. During its
January meeting, the MWA Board
of Directors honored Mr. James
Tapley and Mr. Ralph Hardy with
resolutions noting their dedication
and service to the utility and its
customers.
Mr. James Tapley began his
career with the MWA at the Lower
Poplar Water Reclamation Facility
in 1962. He retired as a Shift
Operations Leader after working for
53 years at the Authority. Mr.
Tapley has received the award for
Top Operator in Georgia’s District
5, in addition to winning the
William D. Hatfield Award, which is
the highest honor attainable for a
wastewater plant operator.

Ralph Hardy retires after 49 years at MWA.

James Tapley retires after 53 years at MWA.

Mr. Ralph Hardy started working
for the MWA in 1966 as a Plant
Operator at the Lower Poplar Water
Reclamation Facility. In 1984, he
was promoted to Lab Technician at
the Rocky Creek Plant. He retired
from the MWA as the Building &
Grounds Supervisor, a position he
held for 25 years.
At the time of their recent
retirement, Mr. Tapley and Mr.
Hardy were among the longest
tenured water professionals in the
state of Georgia.
For the complete feature on
these MWA retirees, log onto our
website at www.maconwater.org.

Second Front
MWA initiates comprehensive study of stormwater program services
As one of the leading authorities on the protection of water resources and
water quality, the Macon Water Authority (MWA) is the ideal source for
looking at the stormwater needs of Macon-Bibb County, especially since
stormwater issues already impact the utility’s water and sewer operations,
facilities and permits.
With the support and assistance of MaconBibb County Government, the Macon Water
Authority (MWA) has kicked off a
comprehensive study of the stormwater
management program. In short, the MWA and
Macon-Bibb leadership want to know what it
would take to include the stormwater
management program services under the
auspices of the MWA?
To get a clearer picture of what an MWA
stormwater management program would look
like, the Authority hired engineering
consultants from Barge, Waggoner, Sumner &
Cannon, Inc., to conduct a comprehensive study of the current program in
Macon-Bibb, including stormwater infrastructure, services, future needs and
more.
In addition to assessing the current condition of stormwater services and

infrastructure that include problem areas, the study will analyze and
recommend services and capital improvements for the future, and ensure the
program is in full compliance with state and federal regulations related to
stormwater management. This stormwater program study also will provide a
five-year strategic plan, which will include various
options for funding moving forward.
The four specific tasks that will constitute the
stormwater program study include:
✪ Defining the problems and needs of the program,
including the multitude of reasons why stormwater
management is important;
✪ Defining a program service policy to address
issues that will guide or influence the program;
✪ Developing a program strategy to identify
objectives of the program and the feasible means for
accomplishing them; and
✪ Defining a funding policy to sustain a quality, fully
compliant stormwater program for the future.
“Ultimately, if we do have a stormwater program at the Macon Water
Authority, it will be through mutual agreement with Macon-Bibb County and
reflect a program that’s beneficial to the entire community,” says Tony Rojas,
MWA Executive Director and President.

Protecting faucets and preventing leaks
can save you money
The MWA is an advocate for
customer wise water use and water
loss prevention, offering faucet
protectors to help you guard against
freezing temperatures and resulting
water leaks or pipe bursts.
Faucet protectors are available at
the MWA headquarters for the low
cost of $2.00, while supplies last.
These devices provide insulation to
cover outdoor faucets to protect
them from freezing. A faucet
protector can prevent thousands of
dollars in damage to your home and
additional dollars in lost water.
For more information on faucet
protectors, contact the MWA at 478464-5600, or come get yours today!

Faucet protectors can help MWA
customers save money by preventing
leaks and pipe bursts due to freezing
temperatures this winter.

Capital Improvements include major
sewer line rehabilitation
During its September 2015
Meeting, the MWA Board of
Directors approved a budget of
approximately $2.5 million to
rehabilitate a major 48-inch sewer
line. The project will be funded
with a low interest loan provided
by the Georgia Environmental
Finance Authority (GEFA).
The MWA, through
recommendation of its engineering
committee, has hired consulting
engineers from the firm of Hodges,
Harbin, Newberry and Tribble to
provide the design of the rehab
construction, as well as oversee
the bidding and contractor
selection process and provide

construction observation services.
In addition, the consulting
engineers will assure all GEFA
requirements are met in
accordance with the financing.
The 48-inch Gravity Sewer
Rehabilitation project will provide
cleaning and cured-in-place lining
of 6,200 linear feet of concrete
pipe, in addition to the lining of 17
manholes in need of repair. The
pipe lining and manhole work
includes dollars set aside for bypass pumping, to assure sewer
collection and conveyance
services are not interrupted for
MWA customers while the project
is ongoing.

Come see us during Drinking Water Week!

In the spirit of protecting water lines and preventing water leaks, the
water industry recognizes national Fix a Leak Week from March 14-20,
2016. Fix a Leak Week is a public outreach initiative of the U.S. EPA Water
Sense Program. For more information, log onto www.epa.gov/watersense.

Amerson Plant Open House
Thursday May 5, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Tours, refreshments, free admission.
For more info, call 478-464-5656.
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