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Spencer Pass Law includes safety measures for utility vehicles
This past legislative session, Gov. Nathan Deal
signed House Bill 767, amending the Spencer Pass
Law to protect utility service vehicles that may be
working along the roadside.
The new law reaffirms the proper methods for
drivers to pass stationary utility service vehicles, such
as tow trucks and highway safety and maintenance
vehicles. However, now it includes the same
considerations for utility service vehicles, such as
those owned and operated by the MWA.
The amended Spencer Pass Law, which goes into
effect July 1, addresses general provisions regarding
uniform rules of the road. However, the new law’s
intent, ultimately, will provide safety benefits for MWA
employees, as well as customers who may have to
maneuver around an Authority work zone area.
Drivers are urged to take caution when

Because of the newly added provisions of the
Georgia Spencer Pass Law, MWA trucks will be
included among those utility service vehicles
that are protected by proper passing procedures
to reduce the speed of motorists as they
approach work zone areas.

approaching a utility work site area, which will be
identified by traffic cones and/or flashing lights
colored yellow, amber, red, and now white (a
common colored light used by utility service
vehicles). Fines for violations of this Code could be
as much as $500 in some cases.
Utility service vehicles are defined to include
those being used by an employee or contractor of a
local authority, such as the MWA, who frequently
perform repairs or maintenance services on water
and sanitary sewer pipes in the field.
When approaching MWA utility service vehicles,
drivers should make a lane change into a lane not
adjacent to the utility service vehicle, if possible. If
such a lane change is not possible, drivers should
reduce speed to less than the posted speed limit,
while be prepared to stop, if necessary.

Help prevent spread of Zika and other mosquito-borne viruses
The Macon Water Authority (MWA) is joining the
efforts of the Macon-Bibb Health Department, the
Georgia Department of Public Health, and the U.S.
Center for Disease Control (CDC), to offer helpful tips for customers to prevent
the spread of the Zika virus and other mosquito-borne diseases.
Georgia’s Tip ‘n Toss Campaign is a great place to start. Every week, residents
should empty and scrub, turn over, cover, or throw away items that hold water,
such as tires, buckets, planters, toys, baby pools, birdbaths, flower pots, or trash
containers.
In addition, for those MWA customers who have a septic tank, be sure to
repair cracks or gaps, and cover open vents or plumbing pipes using wire mesh
with holes smaller than adult mosquitos.

Tip ‘n Toss and other
preventive measures

Also, keep mosquitos out of your home by installing or repairing screens on
windows and doors, and use air conditioning when available.
To prevent mosquito bites, use insect repellent with one of the following active
ingredients: DEET, Picaridin or KBR 3023, Bayrepel, incaridin, IR3535, Oil of
lemon eucalyptus (OLE) or para-menthane-diol (PMD).
Finally, treat clothing and gear – such as boots, pants, socks, and tents – with
permethrin or purchase permethrin-treated clothing and gear.
Currently, no locally transmitted Zika cases have been
reported in Georgia, but cases have been cited in
returning travelers.
For more information, visit the CDC’s website at
www.cdc.gov.

Javors Lucas returns to office representing District 2
The longest tenure of any current
Macon Water Authority (MWA) Board
Member is going to get a little longer.
Javors J. Lucas, who has served the
citizens of Macon-Bibb’s District 2 since
1982, won re-election on May 24 for his
seat on the MWA Board.
Mr. Lucas, who is 93 and a Macon
native, defeated challenger Harold
Franklin by garnering 65% of the votes,
with 3,199 ballots casting his name.
In addition to serving 34 years as a
Member of the Authority, Mr. Lucas spent
22 years as MWA Vice Chairman. In
2006, the Authority’s Town Creek
Reservoir was dedicated and renamed in
his honor. Javors Lucas Lake provides
raw water for drinking water production
for over 51,000 water utility customers.
Mr. Lucas is a World War II Veteran and
alum of Tuskegee University. After serving
in the U.S. Military, he returned home to
Macon and worked the next 25 years at
Robins Air Force Base, where he retired
as manager of the recreation woodshop.
He then applied those skills as a
craftsman to his own business when he
founded and thrived as owner of Lucas
Signs in Macon.
Mr. Lucas and his wife Mary Louise
Davis married in 1946, so they will be
celebrating their 70th anniversary this
year. They have seven children, 23

MWA sponsors student field trips

grandchildren, and seven great
grandchildren.
“I’m most proud of the service I have
provided to my constituents and how I
represent them on the Board,” says Lucas.
A feature on Mr. Lucas is included in
the 2015 MWA Popular Annual Financial
Report (PAFR), which was published this
Spring and is available on the Authority’s
website at www.maconwater.org.

The Macon Water Authority
(MWA), in partnership with the
Museum of Arts & Sciences,
hosted environmental education
field trips for local middle school
students to the Amerson River
Park this Spring.
Students from Miller and
Weaver Middle Schools took
part in the annual 7th grade
field trips. The students were
given a unique exercise that
focused on the importance of
protecting our most valuable
natural resource – water.
The students weighed in on

the significance of preserving
the ecosystem within the
Ocmulgee River – a source for
the Authority’s raw water supply
that is chemically treated in the
production of clean, safe and
affordable drinking water for
MWA customers and
surrounding communities.
As a result, the students
came away with insights on how
a community and its citizens
should make choices to be
better stewards of local water
resources and environmental
habitats.

Mr. Javors Lucas, who is entering his 34th
year serving citizens of District 2 on the
MWA Board, won his latest bid for reelection in May.

Weaver Middle School students conduct an exercise challenging them to
value the importance of protecting our most valuable natural resource.

Second Front
Developers Day includes time for MWA to shine

Kuhmo Tire Grand Opening offers evidence
of economic development success

Project Managers from around the state toured
various Macon-Bibb County attractions, enjoyed
dinner by the river at the Amerson River Park, and
spoke with several community and business leaders,
such as MWA Executive Director Tony Rojas (left).

On April 26-27, the MWA and Georgia Power
sponsored the annual “Developers Day” in
partnership with the Macon-Bibb County Industrial
Authority (MBCIA) and the Macon Economic
Development Commission (MEDC), who hosted
project managers from the Georgia Department of
Economic Development, the Georgia Ports Authority,
Georgia Power and AGL Resources, for two days of
show and tell of Macon-Bibb amenities.
During the event, participants met with
community and business leaders and visited some
of Macon’s best-known sites.
When Kuhmo Tires celebrated the Grand Opening
of its first U.S. tire plant, located within the Sofkee
Industrial Park in Bibb County, it marked a great day
for economic development within the State of
Georgia and Macon-Bibb County, and spotlighted

Congratulations are in order for MWA
Employees and facilities
among the best in Georgia

Ronnie Evans (center), an
Operator at the Amerson Water
Plant, won the Operator’s
Meritorious Service Award for
being the Top Water Plant
Operator in Georgia this past year.

The following MWA employees and
facilities were award winners during
the recent Georgia Association of
Water Professionals (GAWP) Spring
Conference:
✒ Ronnie Evans, an Operator at the
Amerson Water Plant, won the
Operators Meritorious Service Award,
which is a prestigious award
presented to the Top Water Plant
Operator in Georgia.
✒ William Brown, another Operator
at the Amerson Plant, won the Top
(Water Plant) Operator Award for
Georgia’s District 5.
✒ Jarvis Fennelle won the Top
(Wastewater Plant) Operator Award

the MWA’s major role in helping to attract this new
business to town.
This case provides another example of the return
on the Authority’s annual investment of $704,000
into a fund earmarked solely for economic
development. Those dollars helped to provide land
and infrastructure, including adequate water and
sewer capacity, at both the Sofkee and I-75
Industrial Parks, which will meet the needs for
businesses such as Kuhmo and those yet to come.
The 1 million-square-foot Kuhmo Plant at Sofkee
will employ 450 people and produce as many as 4
million tires annually. Through continued joint
partnerships between the MWA, the MBCIA and the
MEDC, new economic development efforts are
underway to secure the next major employer for
Macon-Bibb County.

Drinking Water Week honors water professionals

for Georgia’s District 5 as well.
✒ The Frank C. Amerson, Jr. Water
Treatment Plant was selected as the
Best Operated Plant of the Year in
Georgia, for facilities with more than
50 million gallons per day of
production capacity. This is the fifth
time since its opening in 2000 that
the Amerson Plant has been selected
as the “Best in Georgia.”
✒ The Amerson Plant also won a
Gold Award for 100% Permit
Compliance.
✒ MWA”s tap water was selected as
the Best Tasting Drinking Water in
Georgia’s District 5.
✒ The Rocky Creek Water
Reclamation Facility received a
Platinum Award for 100% Permit
Compliance for an incredible 17
consecutive years to date.

William Brown (left), an Operator at
the Amerson Water Plant, won the
Top (Water Plant) Operator Award for
Georgia’s District 5 this year.

The Macon Water Authority
(MWA) celebrated National Drinking
Water Week by recognizing water
professionals locally on May 2, and
by hosting an Open House
Celebration on May 5.
National Drinking Water Week, an
event held during the week of May
1-7, is a unique opportunity for
both water professionals and the
communities they serve to join
together in recognizing the vital role
water plays in our daily lives.
MWA Water Professionals were
treated on May 2 to an in-house
appreciation event, which included
breakfast for all employees.
Authority leaders thanked staff for
their roles in providing quality
drinking water for the community. In
fact, a number of employees have
received industry awards for their
job skills and professional
knowledge of the water/wastewater
industry. (See story left.)
A record number of 136 guests
toured the Amerson Water Treatment
Plant during the Open House
Celebration event on May 5.
“Any time a place like this is open
to the public, it’s really neat to see
how things work,” says Kari Brooks.
“This is like a (real-world)
classroom.”

Heather Cookson visited from
Hawkinsville with parents and
students from the Warner Robins
Home School Co-op.
“Our kids really liked (the tour),
especially seeing the water quality
lab,” she says. “We were very
pleased to have this opportunity to
provide a field trip for our kids.”
John and Annette Kelley from
Macon reflected on the magnitude
of MWA operations.
“We were amazed by the amount
of water used every day by industry,”
says Annette. “We were impressed
with the knowledge of the Staff, and
we have a greater appreciation for
what the Macon Water Authority has
done,” adds John.
Photos of this year’s Drinking
Water Week celebration are online
at www.maconwater.org.

MWA Operator William Brown gives
guests a tour of the Amerson Plant
during Drinking Water Week.

MWA customers reminded of outdoor water use schedule
The current Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) Outdoor Water Use Schedule allows MWA customers to
use water outdoors daily from 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 a.m. For more information, including a list of all available
exemptions, please visit our website at www.maconwater.org.
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