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MAJOR SPILL REPORT TO EPD 
FAX 404 656-2453 
 
EPD Watershed Protection Branch 
2 Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive 
Suite 1152 
Atlanta, GA  30334 
 
DATE OF MAJOR SPILL: Sunday, May 7, 2023   

REPORT SUBMITTED:  Thursday, May 18, 2023  

LOCATION OF MAJOR SPILL:  Outfall/Discharge to Ocmulgee River from the Rocky 
Creek Water Reclamation Facility at 4705 Mead Road 

CAUSE OF MAJOR SPILL:  High solids caused the WRF to exceed its daily threshold of 
Total Suspended Solids (TSS) as stated in the Authority’s National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Permit (NPDES)   

MEASURED TSS EFFLUENT RESULT:  105 mg/L 
 
VOLUME OF EFFLUENT DISCHARGED : 18.55 MG 

RECEIVING WATERS:  Ocmulgee River  

SERVICE BASIN AFFECTED:  Lower Rocky Creek   

WRF SERVICE AREA NPDES PERMIT: GA0024546 

CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN TO MITIGATE OR TO REDUCE ADVERSE EFFECTS:  
Graphic Packaging International (GPI) notified the Macon Water Authority (MWA) of 
sudden equipment failure during the Georgia State of Emergency issued by Governor 
Kemp in December 2022 due to freezing weather. The equipment failure resulted in a 
higher than normal concentration of contaminants entering the plant, and the effects at the 
Rocky Creek Water Reclamation Facility (WRF) were observed shortly after.  Among other 
steps taken, the MWA Staff began moving polymer in place for chemical addition to try and 
start settling out heavy solids moving through the plant, which resulted in the plant 
becoming polymer dependent. 

SPILL STATUS:  Contained 

SIGNS POSTED:  Monday, May 8, 2023 

CORRECTIVE ACTION TAKEN TO PREVENT FUTURE SPILL:  There are polymer 
systems set up at the end of all three aeration basins that are to be utilized to aid in solids 
settling. The operators are adjusting polymer feeds and aeration rates as needed to try and 
keep the extra solids contained in the plant as much as possible.   Interruptions to the 
aeration process are being done only when necessary.  The Operations Staff are going to 
try to ween the plant off of polymer once the aeration is more consistent.  This should 
prevent interruptions in the polymer feed to not cause the effluent quality to become 
compromised as quickly.  Keeping the aerators running consistently should also cut down 
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on large groups of rags going through the system and potentially blocking up screens and 
causing solids to overflow into the effluent channel.  The presses are running continually 
when personnel and space allow to try and make room to waste extra solids when needed.  
Microbial observation has been increased in frequency to ensure that the wasting rates are 
not too high or too low for proper breakdown.   

MONITORING INITIATED:  Monday, May 8, 2023 

MEDIA / HEALTH DEPARTMENT / OTHERS NOTIFIED:  Macon Telegraph, WMAZ 
(TV), WMGT (Radio), WGXA, Macon – Bibb County Health Department, State of Georgia 
Health Department  

REPORT SUBMITTED BY: Mickie Sanders  

 
 


